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Countersteering
By Bob Engel

Only the hard core are out on a
day like today: a leaden sky, spit-
ting a little, and it’s a coolish
forty-two degrees (add in the 60
mph wind chill and you’re talk-
ing chattering teeth). In this
case, both riders were on fast,
well-fared, sport tourers, sitting

straight up with
a good view of
the road.
Because both
were loaded
down, I
assumed they
were headed
somewhere

beyond the horizon. These are
the bikes that you see rather
than hear, they purr along
smoothly, and gracefully. No
dinosaur flatulence out of these.
And no half coconut-shell hel-
mets; both riders had on all the
gear.

I did my own little trip a few
days ago and that weather was
also a bit of a challenge. There
was some rain, but it was mostly
the unrelenting, cold wind that
had me laughing at myself. “You
do this because ... uh, you like it,
right?” The wind provided mem-
ories of North Dakota, but with
the difference that it was not a
constant, hard wind; nope, this
was a wind with attitude, the
strongest gusts were aimed to
catch me off guard. The result
was that I got to know all of my
side of the road. 

I had done the right thing by
going, but Mother Nature was
reasserting that it was fall. Time
to start thinking about good
books and sweaters. But I did
have a couple of great days on
the east shore of the Chesapeake.
This time of year the bald eagles
are like sparrows down there.
The coastal wetlands are tonal
with golden earth tones bleeding
one into one another, all contrast-
ing sharply with the blue water.
How many ways can these yel-
low and brown hues be produc-
tively varied? Because a cold
front was coming though, the
mean, blackened sky made
everything more dramatic. I got
all of that and it was 72 degrees.

One of the staples on a trip like
this is the roadside diner. There
is no other type of restaurant,
with the possible exception of a
Big Apple deli, where you taste
both the food and the local cul-
ture more. In a good diner, the
food is almost secondary. It’s the
substance of the conversations,
the good-humored banter, the
ever-present, local loudmouth,
and the ubiquitous laughter that
makes these places tick. 

I understand why a brave
politician might show up at one
of these. I say “might” because
that good public servant would
get an earful. I know I did, and I
didn’t even have a tie on.

Milford, Pennsylvania is right
on the head of the Delaware
Water Gap. I spent the night
there because I could bop right
over a cute little toll bridge and
head down some of the rural
roads of western New Jersey on
my way to Cape May. From there
the ferry would then take me
over to the Delmarva Peninsula.
So I had breakfast at the Milford
diner, and parked myself near a
group of older Veterans who
were sharing war stories. The
subject was Vietnam, and the
guy holding forth said things
like, “CIA was everywhere,”
“nobody knew I was there,” and
“trips into Laos” (he said it LAY-
os). The others were spellbound,
and there was no telling whether
there were any embellishments
on the speaker’s part. Who cared,
anyway? They seemed to be hav-
ing a great time, and the wait
staff knew them all by name and
vice-versa. 

Included in this community was
a bustling Mexican busboy they
all called Freddie. A few of the
locals tipped him, too. He was
thrilled to hear a little of his own
language from me, and it turned
out he was Alfredo, from the gulf
state of Veracruz. He made it
home only about once a year and,
yes, he missed his family a lot. 

Fast-forward to that little fin-
ger of sand at the southern end
of New Jersey called Cape May.
It’s a birding hotspot because of
the geographic funneling of

All-American
diner
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By JOSH STILTS
Reformer Staff

BRATTLEBORO — Members of the Wilmington
and Whitingham school boards will meet Wednes-
day to discuss the next steps for the proposed
school consolidation plan at 6 p.m.

For months, various members of the three area
school boards have stated the urgency of putting a
plan in motion but collectively have dragged their
feet.

Earlier this fall, the boards met three times and
took no action to guide the future of the schools.

“We’re out of time, action needs to be immedi-
ate,” Whitingham School Board Chairman Dwight
Williams said. “There will never be a perfect solu-
tion.”

The boards eventually came to an agreement
that a proposed renovation bond wasn’t going to
work because collectively the members weren’t
behind the measure and at their last work meeting
they decided to pursue two consolidation options
and established committees to get all the informa-
tion to put forth a vote.

Members were split up between committees to
investigate an education plan, the three buildings,
transportation, financial savings and costs, mar-
keting and communications and overall gover-
nance.

The goal is to provide information and a direc-
tion three area school boards determine is the
best course of action, Wilmington School Board
Chairman Doug Swanson said.

“We want to show we’re working on both
options,” he said.

The two options, renovating and expanding the
Twin Valley High School in Wilmington to accom-
modate its current students and the area’s middle
school students, or moving the high school stu-
dents to Whitingham and sending all the area ele-
mentary students to the Deerfield Valley Elemen-
tary School were researched by committees and

By Reformer staff
BRATTLEBORO — Area collectors are being

asked to empty out their closets and bring their
treasures to the Quality Inn in Brattleboro this
week.

The Treasure Hunters Roadshow, which has
been setting up in communities around the coun-
try since 1996 will be at the Quality Inn from Jan.
4 through Jan. 8, where experts on coins, gold,
military equipment and other goods will be on
hand from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Admission is free and National Media Vice Pres-
ident Matt Enright said the most interesting
treasures might end up on the nationally syndicat-
ed television show.

“As we travel across the U.S., we will be looking
for the most unique items,” said Enright. “So
make sure you dig deep into your closets and
attics for those hidden gems.”

The Treasure Hunters Roadshow is billed as the
largest of its kind in the country and has pur-
chased more than $250 million of precious metals,
collectibles, antiques and historical items.

The Roadshow acts as an intermediary between
collectors and experts and helps local residents
who might not be able to show their treasures to
find out what the items are worth.

By MAGGIE CASSIDY 
In November, Sara Moye, a sophomore

at Brattleboro Union High School and
member of the Windham COWnty 4-H
club, competed in the national 4-H Dairy
Quiz Bowl in Louisville, Ky., where the
Vermont team ranked sixth out of the 20
states competing.

Moye and Kirsten Breau, also from the
Vernon club, competed at the state level
to earn a spot on the four-person Vermont
team. The team studied hard in prepara-
tion for the contest, said Moye.

“We learned about health issues in
cows,” she said, “and what nutrients are
lost in leachate from a silo; what’s the
most important nutrient for cows; what
specific conditions in a cow are called;
what cows are more at risk for this kind
of condition; and how to treat a disease or
condition.

“We got a bunch of questions from a
Virginia Tech website,” she added. “We
studied those and some from Hoard’s
Dairyman, which is a very popular dairy
magazine. Our team coach, Kim Bing-
ham, would ask us the questions and we
would shout out the answer as fast as we
could and talk about possible answers.”

Before going to Louisville, the team
competed at the Big E in Springfield,
Mass., where it beat New Hampshire,
Massachusetts and New Hampshire, but
lost to Maine by only one question. Dur-
ing the four days in Louisville, the New
England teams bonded.

“We spent most of our time with the

New Hampshire team and the Maine
teams,” Moye recalled. “Kentucky was a
lot more crowded than Vermont, and dif-
ferent. When we went to breakfast, there
were a lot bigger portions and different
food. The pancakes were as big as the
plate and there was one dish with eggs
and these pancakes and bacon — but they
didn’t have real maple syrup.”

Their actual contest was a combination
of a written test one night, and live ques-
tions the next day, where two teams at a

time competed.
“We all had buzzers,” Moye explained.

“There are judges, and one of them will
ask a question, and you have to buzz to be
first, and the judges will decide if it’s the
right answer— if it’s not, you don’t get
points off, but if it is the right answer
you do get points.  When they’re calculat-
ing the points at the end of a round, they
include questions from the written test as
well as the competition. If you lose twice
you’re eliminated.”

She noted that the national contest was
much more challenging than the state
and local ones.

“The written test was really hard,” said
Moye. “At the Big E it was mostly multi-
ple-choice questions, but for this one you
had to write down your answers, so if you
had no idea …” 

Moye has been a member of 4-H for six
years. She is president of her club, which
focuses on raising and showing dairy
cows.

Moye leases a Holstein heifer from a
farm during the summer.

“We learn about the parts of a cow, and
during the summer we do a lot of outdoor
stuff, taking care of our cows,” she said.
“Then in the winter we have meetings
and go over what we need to do for com-
munity service and for our financials.
We’ve helped the nursing-home with
their garden, because they had a problem
with woodchucks, so we dug a hole
around it and put a fence in so that if the
woodchucks tried to get in, they would
run into the fence.”  

Moye, who is thinking about engineer-
ing as a career and plans to look into
agricultural engineering, was pleased to
have taken part in the Dairy Quiz Bowl.

“It was really exciting to do the compe-
tition,” she said.  “It was a good experi-
ence and we met a lot of people from
around the country.”

Maggie Cassidy teaches French at
BUHS.

By HOWARD WEISS-TISMAN
Reformer Staff

WESTMINSTER — When Claire
Oglesby died in August 2009, her
family asked friends and family
members to make donations in her
name to a local library.

Oglesby taught for more than
three decades in the Westminster
West School and shortly after her
death, checks started arriving at the
tiny library in the town.

Bev Major, the librarian at the
library, put the checks away, hoping
that eventually there would be
enough money to invest in a collec-
tion of books for children in Ogles-
by’s name.

About $900 was eventually donat-
ed in her name, and this week Major
and the Westminster West Library
Board of Directors are unveiling the
new collection.

“When people asked what they
could do, the family suggested that
donations go to local libraries,” said
Major. “We got small and large
donations and they kept coming in.”

On Wednesday, Jan. 5, at 6:30 p.m.
at the library, Oglesby will be
remembered in a special celebra-
tion of the educator’s life and of the
new Claire Oglseby Collection on
Peace and Cultural Diversity.

Major has invited a few of Ogles-
by’s former students to talk about
how those lessons on international
understanding have had an impact
on their lives, and there will be a
special showing of the feature film,
“The World in Claire’s Classroom,”
by Marlboro filmmakers Lisa Mer-
ton and Alan Dater.

The film will be shown in the West-
minster West Church.

Oglesby stressed understanding
between cultures and tried to intro-

duce her young students to the
world outside of the state.

Through the years, she forged a
relationship with a school and com-
munity in Puerto Rico, and even
took groups of students and  parents
down to the Caribbean a few times.

A few months after she died, a
$100 check arrived from the com-
munity in Puerto Rico in Oglesby’s
name.

After it became clear that the
Westminster West Library had to
make some decisions about the
money, Major said there was a
strong feeling that books should be
purchased for elementary age chil-
dren, which are the grades Oglesby
taught.

And it was also obvious that the
books should stress cross-cultural
understanding and world peace.

“These are the things that Claire’s
teaching centered on,” said Major.
“Anyone who spent time in Claire’s

classroom will tell you that and this
is a way the library wants her to be
remembered.”

The library was able to purchase
about 35 books, which are a mix of
fiction and nonfiction, which will
have their own bookshelf and will
be set off on their own in “A Corner
for Claire.”

She said she hopes the library will
continue to add to the collection
through the years.

“This is a way to honor her, but it is
also a way to introduce a new gener-
ation of children to what Claire
taught every day,” said Major.
“Claire taught her students about
cultural diversity and about work-
ing for peace and building commu-
nity and we hope these books will be
here to keep people thinking about
those ideas.”

Howard Weiss-Tisman can be
reached at hwtisman@reformer.com
or 802-254-2311, ext. 279.

School boards
meet Thursday

‘A Corner for Claire’
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Sara Moye, Andrew Calderwood, Kirsten Breau, Sara Ingersen. Moye and
Breau are from Vernon. The four make up the Vermont team.

Zachary P. Stephens/Reformer
Librarian Bev Major adds a children’s book to a collection at the Westminster West Library in the
memory of Westminster West teacher Claire Oglesby who died last year.

Zachary P. Stephens/Reformer
The Westminster West Library.

Vermont 4-H team ranks sixth out of 20 states

Roadshow in
town to look
at treasures
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